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Bebold upon the Mountains the Feet of him 
that bringeth good Tidings, that publiſh- 
th Peace: O Judah, keep thy ſolemn 
Feaſts, perform Thy Vows, — 


HIS Day is appointed by our Supe- 
| riours to be kept as a Day of public 


| 2 to Almighty Gop for 
His Goodneſs in reſtoring Peace to 
tele Kingdoms, after He had for nine Years 
nlited them with an expenſive and bloody War. 
n humble Obedience therefore to Authori- 
h, and, We truſt, with Hearts full of reli- 
dus Gratitude, are now the many Thouſands 
the People aſſembled, to offer up their uni- 
rd Tribute of Thanks and Praiſe to Heaven 
kr this invaluable Bleſſing. And, as this is 
te moſt noble and diſintereſted Act of Wor- 
Wp that can be addreſſed to our Creator; to 
aulider a whole People as engaged therein, 
ad breathing forth at the ſame Hour from 
W Quarters their thankful Acknowledgements 
the Deity, hath ſomething in it wonderfully 
ſealing to the Imagination, and ſuited to kin- 
* vs the warmeſt Tranſports of religious 
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The Words I have choſen on this ſolem 
Occaſion are, with ſome little Variation, ar 
plied by Saint Paul to the firſt Preachers c 
_ Chriſtianity, the Publiſhers of that Goſpel i 
Peace; and ſurely with the utmoſt Propriet 
might They be faid to bring glad Tidings 
good Things, We need not, however, confin 
them to this particular and more eminent Ar 
plication. In their immediate and literal 1 
port they are generally underſtood as referrin 
to the News of King Sennacherib's Army bein 
miraculouſly deſtroyed, when that mighty Mc 
narch was upon' the Point of marching it 
to beſiege Feruſalem, after having over-run : 
the neighbouring Kingdoms and la:d waſte fe 
ced Cities into runous Heaps. And in this Vie 
We need not 'critically examine the preci 
Meaning of every Phraſe in my Text, or et 
quire whether the good Tidings here mention 
relate to civil or ſpiritual Peace, to the Trat 
quillity of the Church or of the State. I 
Intereſts of Religion and Civil Government at 
in general fo interwoven, and thoſe of t 
Churcli and the State among ourſelves lo ! 
imately united, that whatever Bleſſings affe 
the former, cannot but affect the latter: ah 
as, if the one ſuffer the other muſt. ſulfer miu 
it; ſo, if the one be honoured the other muſt 
renn, 1 
The Words conſidered in this Light nat 
rally ſuggeſt the two following particulaſ tt 
which may not unfitly employ our preſent Mien! 
; -Y Rom, 10. 15. ditation 


[51 
itations; and in the Illuſtration whereof I ſhall 


e a View more particularly to the joyful Oc- 
akon-of our preſent Aſſembling : Namely, 


I. Firſt, The Deſireableneſs of Peace to a 
Nation engaged in War. 


IT. Secondly, The Duty of a Nation bleſſed 
with the Accompliſhment of it's Wiſhes in 
this Reſpect. | | 


And Firſt; Peace, if it brings no Advan- 
ke but itſelf, is in moſt Caſes deſireable to 
Nation engaged in War, becauſe at leaſt it 
us the Inhabitants into a State of Quiet 
nd Reſt, of Freedom from Fear of the —_ 
tor which Reaſon it is ranked among 
wef of thoſe Bleſſings promiſed to the 1/- 
whiter in Reward of their Obedience: I will 
pre Peace in the Land, and ye ſhall lie domn and 
me ſball make You afraid. But beſides ſecu- 
g us from Harm, it moreover draws after it 
large Train of great and ſubſtantial Benehts. 
All the Profeſſions of civil Life, that come un- 
t the Notion of Science, Trade, Agriculture 
ad the like, are by Way of Eminence ſtiled 
de Arts of Peace, as found only capable of 


wi voriſting in this delightful Seaſon. On which 
Ii count the Condition We are now ſpeaking 

i cannot fail of being peculiarly acceptable 
nate People that muſt live by their honeſt In- 
ola iltry in theſe Arts; that have full Employ- 


ant at Home for all their Hands; and can 


4 Lev. 26. 6. 
pro- 


I mean of Government, Wealth, Soil, Clima 


[6] 
propoſe to themſelves no Advantage by fe 
reign: Conquelts. Moreover, an undiſturbe 
State of Affairs yields the belt Opportunitie 
for ſetting on Foot any extraordinary Deſign 
whether of a religious or civil Nature, for th 
Honour, the Ornament, or the Advantage 

a Nation. For which Cauſe, We find, th 
building the famous Temple of Jeruſalem w 
' taken out of the Hands of David, whoſe Reig 
had been filled with Wars, and was reſerve 
by the Appointment of Gop Himſelf for t 
peaceful Days of his Son Solomon. It was th 
ſame happy Circumſtance too that gave th 
wife Prince an Opportunity of ſettling a n 
tional Commerce, and of carrying it, dutu 
the Courſe of à long and quiet Reign, to! 
higheſt Perfection. Not to mention that t 
more ordinary Advantages of a Nation, tho 


and the like, will only be valuable in Propo 
tion to the Tranquillity wherewith they a 
enjoyed. In ſhort, Peace bears the ſame R 
lation to the State that Health does to t 
Body, which not only ſupplies Spirits and 
gour for uncommon Undertakings, but gif 
us a Reliſh for all the ordinary Bleſſings 
Life, and is what alone can render us capał 
of taſting them with ſincere Pleaſure. 
But the Deſireableneſs of Peace will appe 
in a much ſtronger Light, if We oppoſe to 
the Condition of War; which, next to a Sta 
of Slavery, is the moſt calamitous a People c 


be involved in. For, to conſider it only ce 1 


71 | 
videſt Effects: Into what infinite Diſorder 
ud Confufion is a Kingdom .thrown by the 
ue Preparations for War; what ſad Anxie. 
ies and Terrours attend the Proſecution of it; 
nd how unavoidably does it all the while weak: 
nnd reduce the contending Parties; fo that 
tlaſt, like a Conteſt at Law, generally ſpeak- 
weven the Victors themſelves are almoſt ruin- 
x thereby > The Scene wou'd appear ftill 
we were We to take a View of its Opera- 
ons in the Field, where ſach enraged Multi- 
Ales are drawn together, provided with all 
te Inftraments and dreadful Engines of War, 
ad endowed with the utmoſt Skill and Ad- 
wels'in applying them to the Deſtruction of 
another, that Study and daily Exerciſe 
ud give them. But I have little Inelination 
preſent to make a Diſplay of all the Cala. 
nes arifing from theſe worſe · than brutal En. 
hunters. This would only be expoſing to 
ey ſuch Scenes of Horrour and Cruelty, of 
Wod:ſhed/ and Death, as, I think, for. the 
Wnour of human Nature ought, if poſſible, 
obe for ever concealed; „ Aten 
"Inſtead therefore of ſpending the Time in 
tncral Reflections of this Kind, let us turn 
Thoughts more particulary to the War in 
ich We ourſelves have been lately engaged; 
lconfider as well the Evils that might juſtly 
i been apprehended from it, had not a 
Unable Stop been put thereto; as thoſe 
really ſuffered, whilſt Divine Providence 
Wuphe fit to exerciſe us with it. 22 
And, 


[8] 
And, in this View, Nothing deſerves ſoone 
or mote ſeriouſly to be conſidered than the 
tal Effects to our Religion, with which a Cont 
nuation of the War might probably have bee 
attended. It is in no agreeable Task 
publiſh our own Dangers. But at the fa 
Time it muſt not be denyed that the Enemy 
whom We have moſt Reaſon to fear, had mac 
an uncommonly ſwift Progreſs in his Conquef 
of late Years: And though no doubt he w. 
2 weakened himſelf, yet conſidering th 
eduction of his Enemies, and the large Re 
ſources he had always ready at Hand, he ſee 
ed but too well qualified to extend his Cor 
queſts, at leaſt upon the Continent, as far 
he ſhould chooſe. Had his Blow therefo 
been purſued, it might have put him in a C. 
pacity not only of giving us perpetual Ar 
but within a while perhaps of inv 
ding and over · running our Country. And ba; 
Things proceeded thus far, there is little Root 
to hope that in ſo general a Calamity our e 
cellent Church would have been ſpared. Th 
many Obſtructions She hath 3 to the Ene 
my's pernicious Schemes would, no doubt, hat 
intitled her to the largeſt Share of his Rags 
And to render her Fall the more deplorabl 
in her Ruin muſt have been involved that 
the Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe. Peace there 
fore, conſidered in this Light only, when 
Probability of Succeſs lay ſo much on the Sid 
of the Enemy, muſt afford fincere Pleaſure ! 
every Man who wiſhes well to the Reforms 


Rel 


which Reaſon this Evil is particularly to 
luamented when it r 


neſs, whither the Buſineſs of Commerce b. 


ſiſts in Individuals, in that it lays a Found 
tion for laſting Animoſities between Kingdor 


rility and Reproach. Which Want of uniyc 


draw the Attention of all Men after them, 


Ply. Matter for much impertinent Diſcouri 


perhaps too minute and refined to be enlarge 


more apparent and temporal Exils to hie 
the State We are ſpeaking of expoſes us. 


other Nations: The Country ee 
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ages among the tradi 
Powers: of Europe; foraſmuch as theſe ha 
made it their pious Endeavour to propag; 
Chriſtian Knowledge in thoſe Regions of Da 


 ſ{eyerglly called them. To which We may a 
that War is an Enemy to Religion as it ſu 


ſours and contracts the Minds of their reſp 
Qive Inhabitants, diffuſes a Spirit of Contem 
and Hatred through the Members of neig 
bouring Communities, ſo that they can h. 
ly mention one another but in Terms of Sc 


{al Charity, how little ſoever conſidered, n 
certainly be accounted for. And laſtly, wit 
Armies take the Field, how apt are they 


fill their Heads with idle Speculations, to fi 
as if the vain Conteſts of ambitious Men ve 
all we had to regard, to the no ſmall Neg 
of infinitely more important Concerns * 

But as Reflections of this Sort may fee! 


upon, I. ſhall proceed next to. conſider tho 


is true indeed the People of this Land are pet 
haps leſs acquainted with theſe than me 


C 
ted us being ſo happily ſituated by Na- 
v6 well fortified by Art, and fo protect. 
by dur naval Power, that it cannot eafily 
one che Seat of War ſo long as our Con- 
ite only with foreign Enemies. We are 
neſore almoſt Strangers to thoſe ſudden A- 
15 that general Conſternation, thoſe Scenes 
Harock and Devaſtation, which uſually uſher 
uud attend the Progreſs of this fatal Evil. 
then alas! when Wars are abroad in the 
th, and We ourſelves bear a principal Share 
dem, who knows how ſoon Almighty Gop 
iſſue forth that dreadful Command: 
nd, go through this Land?” Little in ſuch 
iCiſe would our boaſted Situation and 
length avail us! And ſurely, We cannot 
oon have forgot, what near Approaches 
| dreadful' Calamity ſeem'd, not long ago, 


ider d the unaccountable Viciflitades of 
t; and above all how little his Country de- 
Ned to be ſpared, could not at ſuch Times 
le under continual Apprehenſions of this 
Viſitation, © | Nat e 
dut however, though no Dangers of this 
bad ſeemed immediately to threaten us, 
er had ſtill Calamities enow in Store to 
us truly deſirous of being delivered from 
For let the Scene of Action lie where it 
the performers in it maſt receive their 
port from dur on Country. Which Cir- 
altance under the moſt frugal Adminiſtra- 
on will always create an Expence too heavy 
B 2 for 


ing towards us: Beſides which, whoever 


N 
11 
1 
ö 


_ greater Hazards, Incumbrances, Interruptic 


themſelyes? The immediate and private bi 


of this kind. are in all States and at. all Tis 


1 
for the Subject to bear. And, beſides enbau 
ing a Nation of it's preſent Riches; by the 
fluonce it has on Commerce in ſubjecting it 


and the like, it may be conſidered as ſtoppi 
up the very Chanels by which freſh Supplies 
Wealth ſhould be convey d. But this is an 
fect of War perhaps the leaſt worthy of 0 
preſent. Meditations: nor ſhould 1 have me 
tioned it on this ſolemn Occaſion, but that 
leads the Way to ſome greater Evils. 
Among which may be reckon'd thoſe Mt 
murs and Diſcontents, which though incide 
in ſome Degree to a State in it's moſt flouril 
ing Condition, will always grow more lot 
and numerous in Proportion to the Decay 
Wealth in a Community. For let Men be 
ver ſo importunate in their Deſires to have 
Check put to the Progreſs: of an ambitic 
Enemy, to have ancient Allies ſaccoured, 
the Honour of a Nation maintained, or at 
other juſt Motive of War complied with; 
how. ſoon does this Eagerneſs abate when the 
feel the Proſecution, of theſe wholſome Ent 
to be attended with a neceſſary Expence t 


1 


ſoon over · balances the diſtant and only-pabi 
Good: They grow weary, fretful and unes 
under the Burthen ; and, if We may judge fro 
the Example of farmer Times, would perhaf 
ſcarcely be kept in good Humour by a Tra 
o the moſt glorious Victories. Diſconten 


3 „ 
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But never * than when they 
all out among 'a People Aare judged by 
lin Neighbours to be naturally bold, prone 
toSedition, and delighted with Change: And 
1 Jancture too when ſome powerful Enemy 
Jes in the Neighbourhood, ready to take Ad- 
untage of their Diſtractions, in order to im- 
ole upon them a new Government, or elſe to 
duce them into a Province for himſelf. When 
Afairs are in this Situation, War can ſcarce be 
too ſoon put an End to, nor Time given to 
Kal the Wounds it has either made or at leaſt 
mbappily. inflamed. 5 7 
Again; as Riches decreaſe, thoſe worſt Diſ- 
ales of a State, Venality and Corruption, will 
bein Danger of growing more ſtrong and epi- 
emical. For though there are few Things 
len dread ſo much as Poverty, yet as little 
an they endure the Thoughts of preventing 
u Approach by abating any Thing of that lu- 
aus and ſplendid Way of living, to which 
bey have hitherto been accuſtomed. - What a 
tady Compliance therefore muſt Temptations 
acer with which promiſe a temporary Remo- 
al at. leaſt of both theſe Evils? Would to 
Lon this was Matter of Speculation only! 
bor ſurely no Man can take Pleaſure in having 
we to accu ſe bis Nation of. But alas! are 
theſe Reflections too, too well ſupported 
Facts d We are indeed, it muſt be con- 
ld, à people moſt miſerably ſunk in Cor- 
Won: And which is worſe have, I fear, 
"ry Day fewer and fewer religious , 


it would be a Circumſtance of as great Joy a: 


nity could not but be moved in us even b 


for thoſe who bore the endearing Title o ons 


| [14 ] 
left to recover us out of it. How far our War: 
may have been the accidental Cauſe of inhan- 
cing this Evil, cannot be determined. But there 
is Reaſon to think it never became fo flagrant 
and notorious on all Sides, as it has done ſince 
the Reductions in Point of our Wealth, which 
theſe have occaſioned. And ſhould Peace, wit 
that Plenty which uſually attends it, prove 
Means under Providence of extinguiſhing in u 
all-corrupt and ſelfiſh Views, of reſtoring us tc 
a ſound and healthy State, of reviving in u: 
that generous and difintereſted Love of out 
Country, for which We were once fo famous 


any the preſent Solemnity affords. 

But as Reflections of this kind chiefly re 
ſpect thoſe who continue in Quietneſs al 
Home, let us extend our Proſpect into thi 
Field, and view the Situation from which oui 
brave Fellow- ſubjects are now delivered: 
Situation, in which not only all endured Hard 
ſhips, but all hazarded, and many Thouſand 
loft, their Lives. Some Sentiments of Huma 


the Sufferings of Enemies on theſe Occaſions 
How deeply then muſt We have been affectec 


Countrymen, and periſh'd in our Defence in 
foreign Land, to return no more, nor ſee tht! 
native Country > Moſt of whom, no doubt, lett 
behind them near Relations or Friends to be 
wail their untimely Fall, and aggravate I 


their Out-cries and Tears the general cn 
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But the moſt affecting Conſideration of all 
the unprepared Condition to appear before 
beit Maker, in which We may apprehend Mul- 
tudes are cut off by the Fate of War. Far be 
rom us to make any uncharitable Reflections 
Men to whom We ſtand ſo greatly obliged. 
Nay We are willing to believe there muſt be 
tany noble Examples of Virtue among Perſons 
apoſed to ſo many Dangers, and who leaſt of 

can call Life their own, But however, the 
wown Morals and Religion of Soldiers in ge- 
eral, and, as ſome have remarked, more par- 
alarly of Engliſb Soldiers, are ſuch, as give 
but too juſt Reaſon to fear, that Numbers 
them are plunged into Eternity with ſuch a a 
lad of Sin and Guilt upon their Heads as is 
radful to the Imagination to conceive. To 
ele I may add the many maimed and deplo- 
ble Objects, wherewith War repleniſhes our 
eets; who are doomed to languiſh under a 
e of Poverty, Nakedneſs and Pain; and 
pear ſuch wretched Outcaſts of Society, that, 
Maras earthly Felicity is concerned, they had 

ter haye periſh'd in the Field. L 
and with Regard to thoſe who eſcape theſe 
als, the many vicious Habits they too gene- 
Wy find they have been contracting leave 
tn but little Room to boaſt of their Acqui- 
ons in the Camp. 1 mention this with ſen- 
e Concern for the Public as well as them- 
Not ſo much with a View to Perfons 
ſuperior Rank among them; tho too many 
eſe are rendered no very deſireable _ 
Blew + . W eee 
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bers of Society, who might have been bred u 
to uſeful Employments in Church and State 
had not the Times invited them forth to t 
Profeſſion of Arms. But the Perſons pring 
pally intended here are of ordinary Degrec 
Men, who are foo far gone in Idleneſs and D 
bauchery to think of procuring a Livelyhoc 
by any honeſt and induſtrious Means; ar 
who are above all others to be dreaded if the 
betake themſelves to contrary Courſes, as the 
are become more audacious and cruel by beit 
inured to Dangers and as it were trained up 
Blood. The many horrid Acts of Violence ar 
Murder We hear of being daily committed d 
I fear, bat too ſufficiently manifeſt the Tru 
of this Obſervation, ' And as to thoſe who 
not arrived at this Pitch of Wickedneſs, 
the many Habits of Intemperance, Lewdn 
and Swearing imported with them from t 
Camp, render them of dangerous Example 
the People, and contribute not a little to th 
Inandation of Vice, which is always obſery 
to flow in upon us after the Concluſion of 
War. In ſhort, the Army is ſo very indit 
rent a School for Morals, and ſends forth in 
igate Multitudes into the World when t 
Buſineſs of War is ended, that Peace itſelf m 
in this View, ſeem formidable to ns. 
This Conſideration, however, 1s by no me: 
mentioned in Abatement from the Defireat 
neſs of Peace. Theſe are Evils that mult h: 
ſucceeded to a War whenever it ſhould be cc 


cluded; and muſt haye gained eee 
N po 


3 
ome! more grievous in Preportion as that 
neloſian had been longer deſay d. And tho 
x full Enjoyment of this Bleſſing may by 
Dee they will not laſt long; They are only 
ode conſidered as the Toſſiags of a Sea after 
al bempeſt, which, however troubleſqme and 
the verons at preſent, muſt ſubſide by Degrees, 
a the Storm, which cauſed them, itſelf is 


lu 
ate 

t 
inc 


Notwithſtanding therefore guy tranſient Di, 


] 

* tbances of this Kind, We may be conſider d 
d lready in the Poſſeſſion of Peace, and ac: 
"ruingly may proceed to refſl (ct 
ol ronaly, On the Duty of a Nation bleſ- 
zu bed wich the Accompliſhment of it's With- 
iin this Reſp ect. 4 


This Duty, as We are informed by the Text, 
liſts of two Branches, beeping our ſolemn 
lt, and performing our Vows. | | 
Now as all joyous Solemnities went by the 
eral Name of Feaſts, only becauſe Enter- 
nents of this kind uſually made a conſti- 
at Part of them; We need not confine the 
Branch of our Duty to the ſtrict Import of 
& Word by which it is expreſſed ; but may 


mei end the Notion of it to all thoſe Rejoi- 
ca, Praiſes and Thankſgivings which were 
tg Time inſtituted in Remembrance of Na- 
e nel Bleſſings. And in this Senſe the pious 


h se We are now ſpeaking of is of great Anti- 
EC01 


ity: Human Nature having always been too 
4 C honeſt 


[ 18 ] 
honeſt and ene. to teſtifie, by fo 
outwards Tokens of Thankfulneſs to the Deit 
thoſe ſecret Tranſports of Joy and Gratituc 
which are natural to the Mind of Man whe 
any extraordinary Bleſſing is received. Thi 
* Melchizedeck going forth to meet Abrahs 
in His Return from the Slaughter of the f 
Kznes is ſuppoſed, from the Circumſtances « 
Bread and Wine, to have provided a Feaſt f 
Him and his victorious Army. And afterwar 
expreſs Mention is made of his preferring 
folemn Thankſgiving to the moſt high G0! 
Poſſeſſour of Heaven and Earth, for the Succe 

vouchſafed to that great Patriarch againſt 
Enemies. And this Solemnity is the more o 
ſervable as it was uſed upon a Concluſion b 
ing put to the firſt War we have upon R 
cord. Again, ſo remarkable was the BV 
of” Fehoſhaphat for the Stop put to his En 
mies, who had threaten'd his Kingdom with 
powerful Invaſion,that it afterwards gave Nan 
to the Place“ where it was celebrated. Ar 
We read that the Jews made the Day of the 
Deliverance from the wicked Devices of H 
man, © a Day 7. Gladneſs, and Feaſting, aud f. 
good Day, and of ſending Portions one t0 4 

ther. The Songs of Moſes, Deborah and Di 
are all Inftances to the ſame Purpoſe, and ſhe 
how becoming and neceſſary it was judged | 
holy Men of old to commemorate in ſome p! 
lic Manner any ſignal Inſtances of Succels 
Deliverance. „, 

Cen. 14.18, 5 2 Chron. 20. 26. & * 
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And as to the ancient Heathens, Nothing 
15 more common among them than to ex- 
refs their well · meant Gratitude to the gods 
n ſuch Occaſions, by general Remiſſions from 


f our, by public Proceſſions with Hymns and 
„ugs, erecting of Trophies, offering of Sa- 
f nces, Conſecration of Spoils, with other 


ts of Devotion too numerous to be here re- 
ted. One however I cannot forbear men- 
ning on this Occaſion ; which was that of 
ulding a Temple, when they had been bleſ- 
1 vich a Victory or Eſcape from the Enemy, 
Honour of the Deity, to whoſe Patronage 
ey aſcribed ſuch a Bleſſing. This pious Cu- 
bm was more eſpecially frequent among the 
mans ; And though they miſtook the true 
(bet of Worſhip therein, yet doubtleſs it 
n praciouſly conſidered by the ſupreme Be- 
and contributed more effeQually to their 
kceeſs in the Day of Battle, than a thouſand 
tumphal Arches reared at an immenſe Ex- 
tice for the idle Entertainment and Admi- 
on of the Vulgar. IT 
In like Manner too it is recorded of holy 
Je:d that He bnilt an Altar, and intended 
erwards to have erected a Temple, in the 
ce where that ſore Plague ceaſed, to which 
© had ſubmitted rather than to a devouring 
r. And ſurely ſuch Examples could not be 
morthy the Imitation of Chri/t:an Countries. 
uices of this Sort would not only be the 
lt fon:ficant and laſting Monuments of a Na- 
0s Senſe of the Divine Goodneſs, but the 
C 2 moſt 
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moſt uſtfu? too; eſpecially in Parts where t 
Inhabitants are not ſufficiently provided wi 
Places for the Worſhip of their Creator in t! 
Way they would chooſe. (ONES 

But leaving Confiderations of this kind 
thoſe to whom they more properly belong, | 
it ſuffice juſt to have mentioned the Antiqui 
of theſe ſolemn Obſervances, and how gen 
rally they obtained, without preſcribing 1 
Thing as to the outward Tokens or Mem 
rials of Gratitude that might not unfitly : 
tend them, It will much better become us 
inquire into thoſe inward Qualifications of t 
Mind and more private Duties, on which t 
due Celebration of the preſent Solemnity me 
eſſentially depends, Bo Ah 
And here our firſt Care ſhould be to poſſe 
outſelves with a juſt Notion of Gop's dire 
ing Providence and Aſſiſtance in the Accot 
pliſhment of Peace. For though perhaps: 
Day's Solemnity may ſuppoſe us duly ſenlit 
of this Point already, yet it is well known ti 
pious Inſtitutions may gain an ontward Cot 
pliance from thoſe who pay little Regard 
the Truths on which they are founded. 
would not willingly indeed fuppoſe this to! 
dur preſent Cafe. But certain it is that) 
are grown furprifingly ſparing in our Ackno 
ledgements of the Divine Interpoſition in | 
man Affairs: Infomnch that were We to jud 
from ſome Hiſtories, which have lately ma 
their Appearance amongſt us; or from o 
Conyerſation about the Succeſs or Miſcarm 
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fpablic Undertakings; one would really ima- 
ne, chat Providence had no longer a Shate 
the Government of the World, but that all 
tings were conducted and brought to an Iſ- 
x by the ſole Intervention of human Means. 
d yet there is not any Thing, as far as We 
m perceive, which the ſupreme Being hath 
ern himſelf more careful to prevent than 
ch Incroachments on His Prerogative, or 
Ice ſtudious to impreſs and maintain upon 
ens Minds than a lively Sence of the De- 
ndency of all Events on His ſovereign Will 
dd Pleaſure, 48 bt 
And as this ſeems to have been a principal 
um in all thoſe Manifeſtations He hath given 
zof His Power, ſo more eſpecially in the wwo 
at Articles now before us, of War and Peate. 
other Inſtances-His Hand is chiefly diſplay- 
in keeping the ſeveral Parts of the Creation 
dy and uniform in their Obedience to the 
tural and ftated Laws which He hath ordain- 
them. But it is not ſo with theſe ; they are 
it tied down to the ſettled Laws of Propor- 
n between Cauſes and Effects, but imme- 
tely depend on the Providence of God for 
ar Guidance and Determination, to whom 
1 no Reſtraint, te ſave by many or by few. 


note which Reaſon He commonly ſtiles Him- 
n r by ſome Title bearing Relation to theſe 
ces wherein He moſt viſibly preſides, as 

at of the LORD of Heſts, the GOD of Battles, 

r mighty ONE of” And with Regard 


dhe oppofite Condition He is elſewhere laid 
| t TO 
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to * make and to give Peace: And holy David 
with great Sublimity deſcribes Him as the ſole 
Reſtorer of this Bleſſing: He maketh Wars i 
ceaſe unto the End of the Earth He breaket 
the Bow, and cutteth the Spear in Sunder ; Hi 
burneth the Chariot in the Fire. We are not 
however to conſider Expreſſions of this kind 
as excluding all ſubordinate Means from having 
a Share in our Acknowledgements, Great 
Thanks, no doubt, are juſtly due to our Gra 
cious Sovereign, as well for his unwearied En 
deavours to proſecute the War with Vigout 
whilſt it was neceſſary, as the affectionate Re 
gard ſhewn for the Eaſe and Happineſs of hi 
People in embracing the firſt Opportunity te 
procure for them a juſt and honourable Peace 
Nor are thoſe who were employed under hin 
in the Proſecution of theſe Ends to be neg 
lected on this Occaſion. But then We are no 
to reſt here. We muſt conſider the great A: 
of Kings as the firſf Mover towards Peace: A 
He that allays the Rage of contending Po- 
ers; that in the Struggle weakens and reduce 
them by ſuch juſt Degrees as to render them mu 
tually inclined to an Accommodation: As Hi 
that ſuperintends, influences and diredts the 
ſubſequent Proceedings, compounding the ſe 
veral jarring Intereſts of States and Kingdoms 
and by the ſecret Methods of his Providend 
making them all contribute to the Promotio 
of His wiſe Deſigns. ; 

Such Meditations as theſe, beſides laying 


2 See Iſai. 4. 7. And Pal. 147. 14. & Pal. 46.9. i 
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uſt Foundation for Thankfulneſs and direQ- 
wg it to it's proper Object, will be attended 
nich the farther Benefit of kindling in us that 
lyfalneſs of Heart ſo eſſential to the due Ob- 
—— of the preſent Solemnity. For Peace 
wnſidered in this Light is to a Nation like 
he Teſtimony of a good Conſcience. . It is a 
Token of our not being caſt off by Gop, an 
ſurance that We ſtill enjoy the Favour of His 
ning Care and Protection. Which Refle- 
tions, tho at all Times full of Comfort, muſt 
tk more eſpecially ſo now, when the Over- 
hingt of Ungodlineſs had made us afraid, 
nd We were ready to look upon ourſelves as 
i People deſtined to Deſtruction. Nor is it 
e leaſt Advantage of theſe Confiderations, - 
at they will help to regulate, as well as kin- 
le, our Joy, and render it ſuitable to the Oc- 
aon; a chaſte, becoming and religious Joy, 
mixed with that Intemperance and Extrava- 
ance, which the Heathens conſidered as in- 


f Parable from moſt of their feſtival Solemni- 
ma And having here mentioned Chearfulneſs as 
H Duty, We may farther obſerve the Obliga- 
1 on We are under of ſtirring it up in others 
"iP vell as ourſelves. There are numberleſs un- 


ppy Souls fo depreſſed with Want, ſo total- 
ſank in Poverty, that without our Relief 
dey muſt pine away in ſecret, whilſt the Na- 
on wears one common Face of Gladneſs. 
id yet no doubt their Rejoicings and Praiſes 
Wd be as acceptable an Offering to Heaven 

as 
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as ours. Can We then do a better Servic 
than that of lifting up their Heads at this Se; 
ſon, and enabling them by our Charity to pat 
take with ys in the general Joy? It is ven 
affecting to conſider the Humanity and Good 
nels with which the Law of Moſes is framed j 
this Reſpect. What tender Solicitude has th 
great Lawgiver ſhewn leaſt by their Povert 
the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and the Wido 
ſhould be excluded from having a Share in the 
National Rejoicings? And what repeated Con 
mands has he given that Something ſhould t 
Ter apart for them, that they might eat and! 
ſatisfied, and reqorce with their Brethren. in allt 
Good that GOD had done unto Iſrael Such kin 
Offices as theſe, beſides cheating the Hearts 
the Indigent, would tend to ſanctiſie our othe 
Performances on this Occaſion, and be a Meat 
of procuring them the moſt fayourable Accef 
ance at the Throne of Grace, 
Again; as this Day is ſet apart for religiot 
Joy, it would. ill become us to cloud it wi 
Murmurings and Diſcontents. I mention th 
Point the rather, becauſe there ſeems to be 
ſtrange Inclivation in many Perſons to unde! 
value every Thing that is done, to ſeek out f e 
Matter of Complaint, to aggravate our M. 
fortunes; as if We took no Delight in the We 
fare and Proſperity of our Country: Which 
the moſt diſagreeable Return for Favours! 
our gracious Benefactor that can poſlibly 
made. He loves to ſee His Creatures baff 
under His Diſpenſations, and conliders tbe 
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fearful Enmjoyment of them as a kind of im- 
leit Praiſe and Thankſgiving to His Provi- 
tice, | We ought therefore, as at all Times, 
b more eſpecially now, to turn the brighter 
ide of Things towards us; to view the Situa- 
bon of public Affairs in the ſame Light as a 
ſe Man does his private Concerns; who re- 
as on the Good he poſſeſſes and the Evils 
hath eſcaped, rather than torments himſelf 
th thinking what poſſible Advantages might 
ne been obtained, or how far he. hath come 
oct of the Ends he propoſed at firſt ſetting | 
x. This is the only Way to render a Condi- 
bn ſo full of Diſappointments, as the pre- 
at Life too generally is; tolerably eaſy and 


Aa 


Imfortable to Us. 5 | 
ind in this View of Things the Succeſſes 
ca have been bleſſed with at Sea will deſerve 
particular Remembrance, as beſt ſuited to 
en our Joy and Thankfulneſs on this Oc- 
on. For here indeed the Britiſh Strength 
Mared to great Advantage, and proved a- 
Mantly an over-match for all the combined 
re our Enemies could ſend againſt it. Nay 
: ar did Providence vouchſafe to favour our 
ul eours, that at laſt We became as it were 
Maſters of the Deep, without an Enemy 
in this wide Element that dared to en- 
Mer us. And yet many Things fell out in 
Courſe of our Proceedings here, that might 
e rendered ſuch an univerſal Dominion lefs 
bat raed, which ic wou'd be needleſs to ſpeci- 

8 they were Subjects at the Time of daily 
"plaint, and thought more than once to 

prevented Things Som being brought to 
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neſs of Allies, the ſuperior Numbers of the 


n 
z ſpeedy and favourable Iſſue. To obtai 
therefore ſuch an intire Conqueſt, notyit 
ſtanding the Misfortunes hinted at, ſhews : 
once wherein our Son, Streneth lieth, and ho 
ready Almighty Gop is to ſecond Men's Er 
deavours, when they apply their Force in t 
Way which He and Nature hath directed. 
And if our Succeſſes by Land, inſtead « 
_ correſponding to theſe, have fallen ſhort 
our ExpeQations, it is a Pleaſure however t 
reflect that the little Diſcomfitures We mt 
with here were not owing to our Countryme 
whoſe wonted Bravery diftinguiſhed itſelf 
every Occaſion ; but rather, ſo far as hum 
Means had a Share in them, to the Backwar 


nemy, their greater Facility of procuring f 
freſh Supplies, with other ſuch like Cauſes tt 
need not here to be inſiſted on. 
And laſtly, if upon the Whole We dot 
find ourſelves ſo much advantaged, after alo 
War, as our ſanguine Hopes might flatter 
at firſt; inſtead of throwing all the Blame 
on our brave Countrynien, which would 
unjuſt, or upon our Governours, which ei 
leaſt would be undutiful; let us charge it pen. 
We cangot err in doing) upon our man 
tional Sins and Impieties, which we have R 
ſon to believe have chiefly wirhholden 
Ving from ut. And if to theſe our Den 
its be added the Conſideration of our hal 
deen engaged for ſeveral Years with two 
the moſt powerful States in Europe; ſingli Nefe 
may ſay. againſt them at Sea, and been * ert 
ſame Time the chief Confidence and Sf 
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the confederate Powers by Land; methinks, 
nher than repine at the. general Iſſue of 
Things, we ſhould look upon it as a fignal In- 
knce of the Divine Mercy, that We did not 
ak under the Burden ; but were able at laſt 
btreat with the Enemy on ſuch equal Terms. 
And indeed there is Reaſon to hope We are 
t in ſenſible of this Favour. The Fears Men 
ktray leſt the State of Tranquillity we now 
joy ſhould not prove laſting, leſt the Ene- 
V ſhould only be gaining Time to ſtrike a 
ore deciſive Blow, argue a tacit Approbation 
the Peace, a ſecret Acquieſcence in our pre- 
nt Condition. In order therefore to render 
un our Fears on this Head, and to procure 
Mabliſhment and Perpetuity to the Bleſſing 
oy reſtored; let us be mindful of the 
Second Branch of -Duty required on this Oc- 
nion, the Performance of our Vows. — This 
ont, . though of the laſt Im „is what 
tare in moſt Danger of proving defective in. 
tor when Inſtances of Divine Mercy are newly 
reelved, when they are yet freſh upon our 

nds, and commemorated by us in numerous 
ad joyful Aſſemblies, We can hardly fail of 
King ſincere and fervent in our Acknowledge- 
ients of them. But, then how naturally will 


1 len ſtop here, imagining the whole Debt of 
„autude diſcharged by che ſhort and tranſi- 
Yet ry Service of one Day? Whereas o 


vſe of Divine Favours will little avail us, un- 
ls a grateful Memory of them .be: retained, 
made Uſe of as a Motive to correct and 
m our future Lives. . Nay We are under 
a "cular Coyenant as it Were to apply them 
Da” to 


18 
to this End. For do We not conſider Peace 
as vouchſafed to us in Conſequence of our re 
peated Faſts and Humiliations before Gov: 
Would We then ſee it continue intire and un 
ſhaken ? We muſt religiouſſy acquit ourſelve 
of whatever Promiſes of a new Life, whateve 
Vows of Amendment were made under His af 
flitive Providence: We ſhall then have litth 
Reaſon to fear the reſtleſs Diſpoſition of the 
Enemy. And as this will be the beſt Means tc 
procure a Lengthening f our Tranquility, ſc 
on no other Grounds can We expect a Con 
tinuance of the Bleſſing reſtored ; but rather 
Viſitation of ſorer Calamities than We har: 

hitherto experienced, 

And having taken this effectual Method tc 
ſecure to us the Poſſeſſion of Peace, it wil 
next behove us to cultivate thoſe relative and 
Tocial Duties among ourſelves, which alone ca 
render it a Bleſſing to us: Such I mean as th: 
of Subjection to thoſe whom Providence hat 
ſet over us, Peaceableneſs towards our Equals 
Gentleneſs towards Inferiors, and in ſhort Or 
der and Harmony throughout the whole Bod) 
For in vain have we made Peace with thi 
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Enemy, if We continue to foment Heats anc 
Animofities among ourſelves. Theſe may 
the End prove as fatal to us as foreign Wars e 
And will in the mean while rob us of tho 
bleſſed Fruits which Peace is naturally fitted i 
beſtow. We muſt therefore unite our Ende: 

vours to aſſwage that virulent Spirit of Par} 
which hath diffaſed itſelf thro all Ranks ant 
Degrees of Men, to the utter Extinction? 
molt of eyery Thing that-is good ou * 
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mongſt us. It is indeed with Reluctance 
that I enter on this Part of the Subject. For 
no can behold without Pain his native Coun- 
j though fitted by it's Situation, by it's natu- 
M products, by it's Government, it's Religion 
ud Laws, to be the happieſt Kingdom on 
larth, deprived of theſe Advantages through 
neſtine — Nor again can We hope 
b be more flouriſhing than We are happy un- 
er ſuch Circumſtances. For alas! what ge- 
krous Deſigns can be carried into Execution, 
ten every Thing is conſidered with an Eye 
bParty, and therefore ſure of being clogged 
th Oppoſitions? Nay, can ſo much as any 
lic Spirit be expected whilſt Men's Views 
e confined to the narrow Limits of a Fa- 
ton, and their Minds ſo imbittered that they 
a hardly wiſh any general Good to the Com- 
mity, leſt their Enemies ſhould be equal 
Mrers in it with themſelves? How many 
nfderations are there which ſhould incline 
to lay afide theſe civil Diſſenſions? We are 
Nation divided by Nature from all other 
gdoms, a People that dwell alone, and there- 
re like a Family fituated in a remote Place, 
e particularly bound to ſtudy the mutual 
appineſs of each other, by multiplying dome- 
« Comforts, and cultivating Peace and Una- 
nity among ourſelves. Again, a Nation's 
n Strength under Providence muſt ever be 
i beſt Security. For States however nearly 
ed, can generally bear one another's Di- 
anqeites with wonderful Patience and\Refigna- 
an: And, I think, Experience teaches us 
t foreign Aſſiſtance would be admigifterd 
| b 
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but in a lame and: ineffectual Manner, ſhoul 
our unhappy Diviſions ever reduce us ſo le 
as to ſtand in Need of it. Aud as to proſeſſe 
Enemies, they deſire Nothing more, than t 
fee us diſcharging the Rage, due to them 
ſelves; ſo keenly upon one another; that, whe 
Parties are ſufficiently ſpent, like Vultures, the 
may fall on and devour their mangled 
caſes, But above all let it be conſidered, ho 
inconſiſtent this Conduct is with Charity, th 
Perfection and Ornament of our Religion, an 
without which the great and ultimate End 
it can never be obtained. 1 
How much better then would it be to e- 
ploy our Zeal in mitigating the Fiercenels c 
Contention rather than i ing it, in tec 
_ fying Prejudices, doing Juſtice to injured C 
racters, reconciling the Minds of Fellow Sat 
 . Jets, and in reſtoring that Tranquility to ot 
Oountry which is ſo much to be deſired? Ti 
Time will come when ſuch good Offices 
theſe will yield us more Comfort in the Ref 
ction than what all the Applauſes and litt 
Triumphs of a Party can beſtow. 8+ 
But laſtly, moſt of all does it behove les 
ed Societies to ſtudy the Things that mate 
Peace. We may obſerve, and to the Hono ige 
of theſe ancient Seminaries be it ſpoken, 
Venality and Corruption, after having M4ati 
their Way into every Corner of the Land, ha 
' hitherto gained no Admiſſion here. How his 
ly then wou'd it redound to our Honour, co 
We ſhut out that other Plague and Rep!o\Wher 
of our Country, of which 1 am ſpeaking? It 
mould then be, in a ſtill more Ince 
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ee, the Salt of the Earth, Examples of Wiſ⸗ 
bn. as well as Integrity to the Teſt of the 
tion. And with Regard to ourſelves: the 
mal Happineſs and Improvement of Per- 
ſituated in theſe learned Retirements do 
1 particular Manner depend on the friendly 
lipoſition they bear one towards another, and 
e hearty Confidence and Freedom of Con- 
ration: ſubliſting amongſt them. Whilſt this 
r Jernſalem is thus at Unity in it ſelf, We may 
yon with Chearfulneſs in the Performance of 
rlocal Duties and in Diſcharge of the Truſt 
oſed in us by our Country; enjoying all the 
afure and Advantage which Communications 
th Men of improved Parts and Learning can 
eld. I need not ſay, how ily the Scene 
ud be changed if, inſtead of theſe, that 
curſed Fiend, the Spirit of Party, ſhould 
er be introduced amongſt us, with all the 
Irain of Suſpicions, Jealouſies and Hatred 
nich uſually attends her. 
Nor is the Credit and Intereſt of the Place 
ls concerned herein than our own Felicity. 
for how natural is it to ſuppoſe that Feuds and 
Animoſities of this kind would occaſion Re- 
orts being made little favourable to us? What 
ggravations would there be of Things faulty, 
rerverſions of what is good, and Miſrepreſen- 
ations of what is indifferent? This is not ſaid 
o inflame Matters, but from a dutiful Regard co 
ur common Mother, whoſe indulgent Care of 
Her Sons merits their tendereſt Concern for 
er Welfare and Reputation. 

It may alſo deſerve to be conſider d, what 
Inconveniences would accrue to the 2 
0 "ſhould 
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Would wwe pn anf Datsun of out odring ht 
 Diſrepute theſe venerableRetelles, ſo excellent 
ly fitted, ſo conſcieatioully applied; to th tri 
ing up the Youth of the Nation in every hig 
virtuous, loyal and praiſe-worthy. How mat 
would by.chis Means be withheld from enjoyi 
the Opportunities of a liberal 
ſo the learned Profeſſions be defrauded of th 
per Supplies? How 1 many drivento Wl d 
fo arion in foreign Lands, here ghey,oq 
neither receive a Diſcipline 4 
kind, nor ſo propeł for Men who — 
to conform themſelves to an Coi 
tion and 3 . 
in general ſeems not to favourably d 
fed towards 2 — 1 


Madneſs, 
Prei Proſe beat 10 o heavdy Upon. * , 
fa the Veſſel; We 00 $i 11 Cnying 
A thor dwelling d Ga 
| without I 
agreeable; 1 —— 3 oft 
Royal Fſolmiſt; in apply ing which, 1 doubt no 
but — Lover of our Country willjpoin wirft 
© — for the Pence i Jerulalem ! May 
er t Kas Theek 7 
and Proſperity within Thy Palaces! For my 
brew ant. xSale 1 mill nom ſay Pt 
be mithin Thee. Na becauſe of the — 8 of 
LORD on e 71 
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